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Spring View
(from Tu Fu's &)

Though war has devastated towns and souls,

Those mountains, rivers, woods remain unchanged,
And spring has greened the broken Changan walls;
One weeps o’er flowers because of those estranged,
And songs of birds add gall to sorrows old;

The raging fire has run well into March,

Letters from home are worth a stack of gold;

Now land and heart and hair are left to parch—
What whiff of hair I have won’t hold a pin,

Which violently I scratch as from my sin.



