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##1(3 iambic pentameter, abba/abba/cdcdcd :

On Seeing an Extremely Ugly Woman

in a Bus

That nature could her custom so transgress
And from her womb produce what nature flees!
Not from a burn or man-dealt injuries

This woman bears her curse of worst distress.
A wild desire possessed me to redress

The wrong, undo the nature’s freak, to seize
The throat—of what [ knew not, remedies
Being in no one’s hand. What ugliness

Within myself and all the world was then
Revealed! A blow it was to tear the veil

That hides the crime, the shame, the uncured pain,
The dark old beast that in our flesh we trail.
Awe-struck, upon my face I could have lain,

And as before the highest beauty wail.
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