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The Foreign Sword
(From Tu Fu’s ZE#l)

What furnace wild of uncouth land in throes
Of fiery birth could bring forth this cold steel?
It is undecked with stones and free from shows
Of finery, yet nightly do I feel
A presence as of someone there and wake
To see its point give forth an eerie light.
What spirit dwells within will some day break,
A tiger or a dragon, and ride the night.

I'll seek far to present it to a sage

To lay the evil storms that sill do rage.
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